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Synopsis

In this beautiful gift book, John Bemelmans Marciano has brought to fruition a
neverbefore-published manuscript written by his grandfather Ludwig - the tale of Madeline’s only trip
to America and her holiday adventures. Includes two more of Bemelmans’s wonderful Christmas

stories.
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Customer Reviews

Madeline, in all her incarnations over six decades, has remained first and foremost one of "twelve
little girls in two straight lines" in an old house in Paris. Now, with news that will astound her many
fans, not to mention Madeline herself, she and her 11 cohorts find themselves on their way to
Texas, U.S.A. Madeline a wealthy cowgirl? Why not! She handles her marvelous windfall with her
usual aplomb, donning denim and boots to hop aboard a horse for a tour of her newly inherited gold
mines, stampeding cattle herds, and gushing oil fields. At the end of the day, Miss Clavel prepares
to tuck 12 little girls into bed--but wait... there are only 11! Where’s Madeline? Traditionalists need
not fear that wealth will corrupt their favorite little orphan. Some surprises are still in store, even for
Madeline. While sorting through his grandfather’s files, artist and writer John Bemelmans Marciano
discovered the manuscript and pencil sketches for this last of the much-loved Madeline series. With

great respect, Marciano completed the project with full-color paintings, and added two more of



Bemelmans’s holiday classics--"The Count and the Cobbler" and "Sunshine"--to create a collection
no Bemelmans and Madeline devotee can do without. (Click to see a sample spread. Copyright
1999 by Barbara Bemelmans, Madeline Bemelmans, and John Bemelmans Marciano. Used by

permission of Scholastic Inc.) (Ages 4 to 8--or all ages, of course) --Emilie Coulter

Alas, this seems like ersatz MadelineAbut try telling that to the hordes of Madeline fans who will
clamor for it. As a note explains, during the 1950s Bemelmans drafted a Madeline adventure set in
Texas at Christmas and featuring the department store owned by his friend Stanley Marcus; a
version was passed out to Neiman-Marcus customers, and Bemelmans abandoned the project.
Here his grandson supplies his own color illustrations for the discarded text; the quantum difference
between Bemelman'’s offhand genius and the product here is revealed with a simple comparison of
sketches drawn by Bemelmans, reproduced on the back of the jacket, with the extrapolations inside.
The text, clearly a work in progress, splices together a story line from Madeline and the Gypsies

with a cowboy motif and a big promotion for "the world’s greatest store

| was very disappointed after reading Madeline in America. | don’t feel this story is in sync with other
Madeline stories. The story dwelled on Money. | don't feel little children need to learn about trust
funds, inheritance or all the things money can buy. | give the book 2 stars for the other 2 stories in
the book that are not Madeline stories, but are quite cute. If you purchase this book, you may want
to 'write your own story’ to go along with the pictures in Madeline in America. The pictures are
Texas scenes, and your children can probably tell a much better adventure story than an
inheritance story. | feel obligated to let you know this isn’t Typical Madeline so you will be prepared

and not disappointed, as | was.

| gave this and other Madeline books to two great nieces and | also gave them Madeline Dolls. Their
Mother said it was her favorite story as a child and she freaked when | gave them to her girls. |
believe she enjoyed them more than the kids. The kids were apalled that | did not know the doll had

an appendectomy scar.

The Madeline stories complete our nursery, from Peter Rabbit to Babar. Purchased the stuffed
animals/doll to complement our twins’ children’s classics-themed room. Great stories to read when

the babies are older. Living in San Antonio, the Alamo book cover is perfect.



| loved the Madeline stories as a child and can now share these wonderful tales with my children at
bedtime or anytime. The illustrations are whimsical and the stories surrounding our fearless little

heroine are captivating... A real classic!

Bought this to replace a copy lost by a student. This was library bound and in much better condition

than | expected.

excellent

This is really a reprint of Madeline Goes to Texas. For anyone with a Texas heritage, it is an

essential part of your library!

Even though these are tales that are completed by Bemelmans’ grandson, | barely noticed the
differences. My children and | enjoy reading all of the Madeline series, so much so, that we have

purchased all of them. | highly recommend this book.
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